
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

District Office – Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, September 28, 2020 – 3 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. James, chairperson; Mr. Fuller; Mrs. Lovern; Mr. Shannon; and 
Mr. Smith.  Dr. Collins, vice-chairperson, and Mrs. White were absent.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Sutton, superintendent; Mr. Camp, chief operations officer;  
Mrs. Jinnette, chief financial officer; Mr. Sumter, chief human resources officer; Mr. 
Pickens, chief administrative services officer; Dr. Graham, executive director of early 
childhood/elementary instruction; Dr. Moore, executive director of secondary instruction; 
Mr. Christoff, director of marketing and communications; and Mr. Spencer, director of 
Chester County Virtual Academy. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. James called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mr. Shannon gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the administrative staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in 

unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 
Sec. 30-4-80(E), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The News & Reporter (Chester); The Herald (Rock Hill); WRBK 
Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News (Rock Hill). 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to approve the agenda as presented. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Mr. Shannon, seconded by Mr. Smith, the board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to go into executive session. 
 
 The board entered executive session at 3:30 p.m. to discuss certified personnel 
recommendations and resignations, and legal matters concerning legal services contract 
renewal. 
 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Mr. Fuller, seconded by Mr. Smith, the board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to return to open session. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

      Certified personnel recommendations – On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, seconded    
by Mr. Smith, the board voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the certified personnel 
recommendations as presented. 
 

 Legal services contract renewal – On a motion by Mr. Shannon, seconded by Mr. 
Fuller, the board voted unanimously (5-0) to renew the legal services contract that 
currently exists with Morton & Gettys Attorneys at Law for this school year. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, seconded by Mr. Smith, the board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda.   
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  minutes of August 24, 
2020, and September 21, 2020, meetings.  
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent – Dr. Sutton gave an update on the opening of school, which was 
smooth and off to a good start.  He reported that the administration was still working 
through technology issues with some hotspots in the county due to high volume data 
usage.  

 
 Dr. Sutton reported that State Superintendent Molly Spearman sent a memo to 
superintendents in the state encouraging them to offer a return to face-to-face learning in 
classrooms for students in exceptional education classes and for students in elementary 
school classes.  He pointed out that the return of students to face-to-face learning would 
have to be on a case by case basis due to social distancing.  
 
  Dr. Sutton reported on the district’s new COVID-19 Dashboard that soon would be 
available on the district website to provide an up-to-date report of positive COVID-19 
cases by school for public review.   
 
 Dr. Sutton reported next that he attended the football games at Chester High School 
and at Lewisville High School, which were two of the three high schools’ opening season 
games held on the same night.  He reported that students at the games were cordial and 
respectful.  He also reported that the policy regarding face coverings and clear bags was 
followed by students and parents that attended the games.  Dr. Sutton commented that he 
plans to attend the home games at all three high schools during the football season.  
 
      Dr. Sutton reported that the district had received the Chester County ECHO 
(Empowering Communities for Healthy Outcomes) Coalition award for outstanding 
contribution, education and service.  He reported that the ECHO award was presented to 
him at a recognition drive-through event hosted by Hazel Pittman Center at the Gateway 
Conference Center.   
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 Dr. Sutton reported other information that included the following:  upcoming virtual 
student cabinet meetings, parent cabinet meetings, support staff cabinet meetings, and 
teacher forums; and DHEC drive-up flu shot clinic on October 19 at school sites in Great 
Falls, Lewisville and Chester. 
 

 Operations Report – Mr. Camp gave an update on the technology issue.  He 
reported that the district had previously received a grant from South Carolina Department 
of Education that approved 9-1-1 homes to be wired for internet service and 196 mobile 
hotspots to be issued.  He reported that wired connections for internet service had been 
installed in at least 200 homes.  Mr. Camp also reported that the district would continue to 
work with the local internet service provider to have wired connections installed in the  
homes.  
 
 Mr. Camp next reported on the recent football games that went well.  He reported 
that the clear bag policy implemented for sports events helped speed up lines and limited 
exposure to law enforcement.  Mr. Camp reported that a big concern was the approaching 
basketball season, and the number of people allowed to attend the indoor sport capped at 
100 due to social distancing. 
 
 Mr. Camp reported on the lighting project by NetZero that began in the district that 
day.  He introduced the senior vice president of NetZero USA, Mr. Brian Lawrence, who 
made a presentation on the NetZero Germicidal Ultraviolet Lighting Project to be piloted at 
Lewisville Elementary School.  The presentation provided information about the ultraviolet 
lighting equipment that would be installed in Lewisville Elementary to kill bacteria and 
viruses in the school.   
 

 Finance Report – Mrs. Jinnette presented the Comparative Monthly Financial 
Statement for the period July 1, 2020, through August 31, 2020 (Attachment). 

 
 Mrs. Jinnette gave a recap of the budget information discussed at the September 21 
budget work session.  She reported that the budget would be presented for first reading at 
the regular meeting in October.  She also reported that the employee step increase would 
be included in the proposed budget as an experience credit increase if the step increase 
was not approved by the House.  Mrs. Jinnette provided the 10-day enrollment figures.  
She pointed out that student enrollment was a key factor in federal and state funding.   
 

 Instruction Report – Dr. Graham, Dr. Moore and Mr. Spencer gave the instruction 
department update.  Dr. Graham reported on the summer camp and LEAP week that were 
successful, pre-MAP and MAP assessments, and EIP (Early Intervention Program) at        
the hybrid model level.  Dr. Moore reported on the secondary hybrid school model that 
allows students to remain stationary and teachers to change classes, student  
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assessments, and personalize learning environment.  Mr. Spencer reported on the  
virtual academy expectations and concerns, and celebrations for students’ work 
accomplishments. 
 

 Human Resources Report – Mr. Sumter reported the vacancies that still needed to 
be filled, which were the following: a fifth grade art teacher, a special education teacher 
and a high school English teacher.  He also reported that the first Rock Star Teacher of 
the Month for the new school year would be recognized at the October 26 regular 
meeting.   

 
 Mr. Sumter reported that October was the benefits open enrollment month.  He also 
reported that flu shots would be available for district employees at school sites on 
October 2 and October 9. 

 

 Administrative Services Report – Mr. Pickens reported on the mental health 
services partnerships with the district.  He reported that Catawba Mental Health and 
Skycare were ready to provide services and were waiting on student referrals.   

 
 Mr. Pickens reported the technology concerns of parents and the requests for virtual 
academy students to transition to hybrid school, which were both addressed.  He also 
reported that 60 students have not yet started school this school year.  Mr. Pickens 
reported that phone calls were made to the students’ homes and home visits were likely 
to be made to locate those students.    
 
 Mr. Pickens reported that Second Harvest Food Bank had delivered 13,000 pounds 
of food to Chester County Career Center for the students.  He reported that the food 
would be distributed to all schools in the district for the students’ snack packs. 
  

ACTION ITEMS 

 Second reading of administrative rules: 
 On a motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mrs. Lovern, the board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to approve second reading and adoption of administrative rule EB-R, Maintaining 
Healthy Environments, as presented. 
 
 On a motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously  
(5-0) to approve second reading and adoption of administrative rule EEA-R, Student 
Transportation, as presented. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mrs. Lovern moved, and Mr. Fuller seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
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    The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Callie W. McConnell 
Secretary/Board Clerk 
 
________________________________ 
(Mrs.) Maggie J. James 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


